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INTRODUCTION 
The course is taught by music technology specialists, Danny Fisher and visiting teacher David 
Austin. We have fantastic facilities which include a fully equipped digital recording studio with a 
variety of microphones to suit many recording applications and a 24 channel Mackie mixing desk. The 
“live” (recording) room and “control” (mixing) room are both acoustically treated to enhance their 
recording and mixing properties. We have an apple mac network in the music block with over 30 imac 
computers, all of which have internet access as well as the software necessary to complete music 
technology coursework. 

This course requires learning new music technology skills, both using Logic Express – music 
sequencing and production software - and developing studio based skills including microphone choice 
and placement, using a mixing desk and production and mastering skills. 

The new Edexcel Music Technology specification has imposed the use of controlled assessment 
for the coursework portfolio tasks. This means that each coursework task is allotted 20 hours of 
controlled assessed time - the tasks have to be completed during class time under supervised exam 
conditions.  

COURSEWORK & EXAMS 
• This course is 70% coursework with a final 1hr 45 min. listening exam worth 30%. All 

coursework is marked externally. 

• Students must complete a portfolio comprising of three coursework tasks, 
these are: 

• Task 1a Sequenced Realised Performance - a computer based sequencing task where 
you have to accurately reproduce a commercially available song. The task is to reproduce a song 
(determined by Edexcel in September) as closely as possible by following an outline score and 
listening to the original recording.  

• Task 1b Multi-track Recording – a recording undertaken in the recording studio capturing 
8-12 tracks. Typically this would be a recording of a band using overdubbing techniques and 
creating a polished final mix. Your role in this task is to choose appropriate material to record 
(you must choose a song which is commercially available – not your own composition), engineer 
the recording sessions and act as producer to create a final mix.  

• Task 1c Creative Sequenced Arrangement - You will create an original arrangement, 2-
3 minutes in length, of a prescribed stimulus in a prescribed style. There will be a choice of two 
stimuli, and a choice of two styles.  
 



 
• As with Task 1a the stimulus tracks and style choices for Task 1c will be 

released by Edexcel in September. 

• LOG BOOK – To accompany your coursework portfolio you will have to complete a detailed 
log book which will indicate to the examiner how you have undertaken each task. 
 

• The Listening Exam 
We will study the development of popular music styles from 1910 through to the present day, of 
which two Special Focus styles are selected each year. This is not intended to be a 
comprehensive and in-depth study of every popular, jazz or rock music style, but an overview of 
the main styles and trends during the development of popular music. This will include musical 
analysis and social/historical background as well as development of music technology. 
 
It is recommended that you start to do some background research outside their music 
technology lessons. We have resources and guidance to support this research on our music 
department Network and on the blog.   

RECORDING STUDIO TIME 
All students have allotted studio time every week – it is crucial that you use this time. 
This is when you will be completing coursework and developing recording studio engineering and 
production skills. Planning is central to achieving great recordings so we ask you to plan carefully for 
each session to maximise progress. Before a recording session students need to: 

• Book necessary musicians  

• Ensure that musicians know the parts they are required to perform 

• Musicians arrive with necessary instruments, effects pedals, drum sticks etc. 

As we have limited studio access times we ask that all students contact the department if 
they are unable to use their allotted time. Students are also given priority access to 
teaching rooms outside of classroom lessons to complete coursework and enhance their music 
technology skills. Our music department is open until 8:30pm Monday to Thursday so there is always 
the opportunity to work after school. 

INDIVIDUAL STUDY TIME 
In September we will have tutorial meetings with you individually to assign two hour blocks to 
complete your controlled assessment hours and homework tasks. 

As with lesson attendance and studio times, your independent study hours are a compulsory part of 
your Music Technology course. Please contact the department if you cannot attend your private study 
time.	  

INDIVIDUAL SUPPORT 
We have termly individual mentoring sessions with each student to discuss progress and address any 
outstanding issues with regard to coursework, attendance, etc. During these sessions we agree on 
individual targets to address any issues that arise. 



 
CONTACT 
We are keen to work with you and your parents/guardians to support your learning. Please feel free 
to contact me (Danny Fisher – Music Technology course leader) on 01992 410 408 or email 
fisherd@simonballe.herts.sch.uk with any questions or if you require further information.	  


